
 

A CHRISTMAS CLASSIC:  

Lighting the Tree of 

AND 

by Gabrielle Hannah Tayag 
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Amidst the 

ongoing pandemic, 

Statefields School 

continues to pursue its 

outreach programs for 

S.Y. 2020-2021. 

These outreach 

programs were 

launched during the 

Christmas Tree lighting 

ceremony on November 

27, 2020, at 5:00 PM. 

“Helping others 

actually does not 

require a timeline. More 

so, this concern and 

showing some love for 

other people is very 

much needed, especially 

in our situation right 

now. And I hope that 

members of the SSI 

community would 

always have that heart 

to help others because it 

can make someone 

smile, and it can give 

someone simple things. 

And that would mean a 

lot.” Thelma Torres, the 

Prefect of Students and 

External Affairs, said.  

The Office of 

Students and External 

Affairs, known as OSEA, 

partnered with the 

school’s different 

institutional 

organizations such as 

the Student 

Government, Junior/

Senior Prefects, and 

the different sectors in 

the SSI community. 

Some of the 

outreach programs 

launched are the 

Ecobricks Program, 

ARAM: Arts and Music 

Festival 2021, and 

KabiSSIG: sa SSI may 

PAG-IBIG. 

by Arisha Dias 

Although today’s definition of normal has changed 

vastly in the past year, a certain SSI tradition  

has remained constant, and despite it being  

far less extravagant than it  was as it has  

been altered to fit the present  

circumstances, it remains a  

sparkling star in the distance,  

perhaps glowing brighter than it  

ever did. 

         The 2020 Tree-Lighting activity  

was certainly different  

compared to the others  

preceding it. From what was  

an after-class gathering  

in the main parking area  

to a virtual event  

attended online, this year’s  

program was shown  

through SSI’s very own  

Facebook Page, and  

began at 5 PM. Hosted  

by Ms. Roselyn Logenio  

of the Office of Students  

and External Affairs  

(OSEA), the event started  

off with an opening  

statement from Sir Daniel O.  

Castillo, the school principal. 

While the others were most  

often joyous, this year’s  

opening statement centered  

around COVID-19 and the other  

tumultuous events of 2020. It  

went on to tell the tale of the  

never-ending sufferings which came  

one after the other, and however  

dark the  times were, soon enough,  

humanity became more responsive  

and resilient around daily events.  

“COVID-19 knows no borders; but neither does  

faith, hope, and love,” Sir DOC said, effectively  

introducing the things—the only things—we should 

be focusing on that Christmas season. 
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As we stand          

together in our worldwide 

battle, most people are 

reminded that the 

distances of our homes 

will not sever the bond we 

have formed throughout 

the years. This is why the 

Office of Students and 

External Affairs              

introduced a new way to 

reminisce these activities 

through the hashtag 

#WORTHSSISHARING. 

 

              As the upcoming 

months approach, the 

OSEA Facebook page will 

post monthly prompts, 

which will serve as the 

theme for Stallions to 

share their memories on.            

Reminiscing every piece of 

experience made with the 

school will give us hope to 

fight the challenges we 

face and strive for a 

brighter future. The school 

has provided us with 

valuable memories to 

carry on as we grow old 

and here are some of 

them.  

 

Bringing hope to mend 
the world 

The Green Antz 

Ecobricks Outreach 

program held last school 

year gave the Grade 7 

students a chance to 

recycle all their plastic 

wastes into ecobricks. 

Every bottle has its 

contribution in order to 

make our world a better 

place. We benefit from this 

by means of having 

building materials while 

being eco-friendly. The 

outreach project also 

taught us that even the 

smallest things seen in our 

daily lives can still have a 

big impact in our 

community.  

Setting goals to achieve 
Another event is 

the Intramurals. Sports 

such as Badminton, 

Volleyball, Basketball, and 

a wide variety of games 

are conducted by our 

school. Stallions are given 

the opportunity to play 

their preferred sport while 

wearing matching 

uniforms with their 

teammates, giving a sense 

of unity along the way.  Of 

course, no one could ever 

forget the annual 

cheerdance competition, 

where selected students 

present their own 

routines, provided with 

props and 

costumes.  Everyone gave 

it their all to claim the title 

as champion as they raced 

to rack up points.  

Through the 

various competitions the 

school’s        Intramurals 

had to offer, students have 

realized that when we’re 

all united as one, success 

won’t be out of reach. 

Utilizing each other’s 

strength, brainstorming, 

and collaboration may 

serve as a lesson for 

others to understand and 

work together in the 

future.  

 

Recalling all crossed 
paths  

At the very start or 

middle of the school year, 

most students are looking 

forward to this activity—

field trips.  While we spent 

time with our     

classmates and teachers 

and hung out with friends, 

we also learned new 

things. Whether it be 

about art, history, 

literature, medicine, or 

theatre, witnessing new 

places with different 

activities are something 

that the four corners of 

our classroom cannot 

sufficiently provide. Truly, 

the taste of independence 

that was given to us by the 

Educational Field Trip is 

memorable. 

Reliving the past 

makes us realize that we 

conquered the problems 

we once thought were too 

much for us to bear. It is a 

stark reminder that 

despite these challenges, 

there will come a time 

where we will once again 

smile and laugh together 

with our peers. 

By Jullianne Gucela 

Statefields School’s 

LRC (Learning Resource 

Center) finds new ways to 

engage and accommodate 

students through Stacey 

LIM, the new virtual 

reference librarian. 

Also considered as 

the school’s Library Instant 

Messaging, Stacey LIM 

aims to provide aid to 

students when it comes to 

literature and research. 

Through her, you may be 

able to find help or ask 

questions by simply 

connecting to Messenger.   

          “Primary [na] 

ginagawa niya is to assist 

the students, primarily 

Junior High School and 

Senior High School, when 

it comes to their research. 

Kagaya lang din siya ng 

“ask a librarian” sa 

personal, dito lang ginawa 

natin siyang virtual. So ang 

makakausap mo is 

librarian or library staff na 

magrerespond sa’yo 

whenever you have a 

question,” Charmaine 

Rosel, the Statefields 

School’s new        librarian, 

explained. 

Posts about shared 

libraries, school 

announcements, and 

newly-promoted activities 

are some of the interesting 

features Stacey LIM has to 

offer.  The hashtags 

#VirtualBringMe and 

#WhatAreYouReading are 

some of the two ongoing 

year-round activities you 

can find at Stacey LIM. 

#VirtualBringMe is an 

activity where they will ask 

you to send them a theme, 

picture, or color of a book 

each week, while 

#WhatAreYouReading is an 

activity where you can 

simply share with them a 

picture of you and a book 

you are currently 

reading.  As a part of 

librarians’ initiative to 

sustain their activities 

during the old normal, 

Stacey’s Facebook Account 

remains open for the SSI 

community to              

participate in. 

“I’m encouraging 

everyone to check out 

Stacey LIM’s account. You 

can add her para ma-

check at ma-accept 

namin kayo at para 

maging aware ang mga 

students sa mga activities 

na meron ‘yung library, as 

well as pag na-polish na 

yung mga resources na 

pwede naming ibigay sa 

inyo,” Rosel encourages.  

“Expect more 

activities, expect more 

services na pwede 

naming ilagay through 

Stacey LIM,” she added. 

Rosel also shared 

that there will be more 

resources that students 

will be able to utilize 

through Stacey LIM in the 

future, such as e-books 

or other materials that 

may help the students in 

their research or simply 

for their leisure. 

As of now, students are 

encouraged to check out 

Stacey LIM’s Facebook 

account for more 

information about future 

activities and 

announcements that will 

be posted by the LRC                                  

department. 

 
A Christmas Classic: Lighting the Tree of Hope, Faith and Love ; Continuation 

                  No Christmas is 

truly complete until the 

music has been brought 

forth. In two shakes, the 

event’s spirit was lifted by 

the familiar yet welcoming 

melody of Christmas 

songs and carols. Of 

course, teachers also took 

part in spreading the 

festive spirit with their 

renditions of different 

classic Christmas carols. 

including Rudolph-the-Red

-Nosed-Reindeer, Jingle 

Bells, and Silent Night. 

                Even if the dance 

numbers were shorter 

than what Stallions are 

used to, it didn’t mean 

there were no 

performances done by the 

Student Government 

Officers. The Junior High 

School Student 

Government’s special 

presentation spoke poetry 

of heavy emotion, so did 

the video presentation of 

the Senior High School 

Student Government.   The        

Elementary Student 

Government, through their 

video,         introduced to 

the community the new 

outreach programs that 

will be held in the New 

Normal. 

         And then, after all the 

plethora of heart-warming 

celebrations, the time had 

come to light this year’s 

Christmas tree – a tree of 

faith, hope, and love in the 

new normal. Even though 

the tree was far from the 

image the student body 

was used to seeing as they 

walked through the gates 

of the school, seeing 

where donated colorful 

parols used to lie in its 

magnificence were 

ornaments of the different 

symbols of Christmas, 

each with their 

significance.  

                   And so, there 

were ten seconds. The 

countdown had started, 

and the anticipation was 

stronger than ever. In a 

few moments, the tree 

was brought to life, lights 

sparkling and twinkling, 

swirling together in a 

colorful haze. As the 

community singing kicked 

off, there was one thing true 

and bright. Even though 

things had changed, 

Christmas had begun, and 

it was going to be a 

spectacular, gleaming 

event, more so as a 



 

Embracing Equality 

 

 Despite being considered 

as one of the most inclusive and 

LGBTQ+ friendly countries in the 

Asia-Pacific, the act that protects 

an individual’s sexual orientation 

and gender identity or 

expression (SOGIE) has long been 

pending in the Senate for 21 

years. For almost two decades, 

more and more Filipinos have 

argued that it is about time that 

genuine equality is enforced 

throughout the country, asking 

the question most people have 

asked in their lives: if not now, 

when? 

 

 A study of the Human 

Rights Watch (2017) shows that 

only 15% of Filipinos live in areas 

with city ordinances that 

embrace the importance of 

SOGIE. Similar findings also 

report that the LGBTQ+ 

community continues to have 

limited access to housing, 

information, employment, and 

health care.  

 

 With this, the SOGIE bill, 

also known as the Anti-

Discrimination Act, can provide 

legal protection for everyone on 

the basis of SOGIE. Aside from 

having access to basic human 

needs, the bill also prohibits the 

execution of “any medical or 

psychological examination to 

determine or alter the person's 

SOGIE without their consent,” 

which might also be known as 

conversion therapy. With this, the 

bill itself would make common 

workspaces, schools, and 

households a safe space for self-

expression, not just in certain 

areas, but the entirety of the 

Philippines. 

 

Widespread Dissemination of 

Information 

 

 Over the years, gender and 

sexuality have always been 

regarded as black and 

white. The word “bakla” 

has always been 

stereotyped as a mere 

insult to be used by the 

majority. Words that 

relate to the LGBTQ+ 

vocabulary are 

commonly hinted at 

with such negativity. 

 

The SOGIE bill, 

once passed, can evoke 

or lessen those 

stereotypes by the 

widespread exchange of 

information in terms of 

SOGIE. It helps various 

communities know and 

determine their rights in 

instances that they are 

violated or harassed. 

Moreover, it can also 

lessen the stigma and 

discrimination that 

relates to a person’s 

sexual identity or gender 

orientation. How? 

Because it teaches 

people that not 

everyone is born by 

default and that LGBTQ+ 

words such as “bakla” 

and “tomboy” should 

never be directed as an 

insult or a form of 

mockery.  

 

Promotion of Diversity 

and Inclusion  

 

 With the 

prescribed benefits and 

protection the SOGIE bill 

offers to every Filipino 

citizen, the bill might just 

be the key to promoting 

diversity and inclusion in 

the Philippines. It 

encourages respect in 

using appropriate 

pronouns depending on 

how a person might 

want to be called, 

consent in disclosing 

one’s gender identity, 

and constructing a 

comfortable 

environment for 

everyone. 

Despite these reasons, 

the concept of 

implementing the “Anti-

Discrimination Act” has 

led to fears that might 

arise from the said law; 

however, note that 

these fears and worries 

are not always accurate. 

Below are the common 

misconceptions that the 

SOGIE bill has faced. 

 

It hinders religious 

freedom 

 

 This argument has 

emerged because of the 

fact that the Philippines 

is dominantly Catholic. 

That being said, religious 

freedom should not be 

an excuse for others to 

conceal who they are in 

terms of their SOGIE. 

With this, the emphasis 

of the separation of the 

Church and the State 

must be exercised. This 

means that expressing 

who you are is just as 

much as a right as 

practicing one’s religion 

without any hint of 

bigotry or 

discrimination.  

 

It only protects the 

LGBTQ+ community 

 

 The SOGIE bill, 

unlike the usual 

misconception, is not 

only bound to protect 

the rights of the LGBTQ+ 

community. Once 

legislated and enforced, 

it will protect the rights 

of every Filipino in terms 

of their sexual 

orientation and gender 

identity. Straight or not, 

perpetrators who 

disrespect people when 

it comes to their gender 

shall be penalized in 

accordance with the 

law.  

However, shall 

the SOGIE bill be 

legislated as the “Anti-

Discrimination Act,” we 

also believe that the 

Congress should 

rename the bill during 

its final stages. Using the 

term “discrimination,” 

although defined in 

Section 3, might arouse 

confusion amongst the 

general public. 

Discrimination, by 

definition, has many 

forms and practices, and 

prejudice against a 

person’s SOGIE is simply 

just a part of it. With 

this, the Congress can 

(1) rename the act such 

that it will turn out to be 

more specific and 

defined, or (2) pursue 

the “Anti-Discrimination 

Act” by amending the bill 

such that it prohibits all 

practices of 

discrimination, including 

prejudice against a 

person’s SOGIE. 

 

 It is about time 

that the SOGIE bill is 

legislated for three main 

reasons: (1) it embraces 

equality by providing 

benefits and protection 

on the basis of SOGIE, 

(2) it encourages people 

to embrace their rights, 

and (3) it promotes 

diversity and inclusion in 

a modern world. They 

say that the Philippines 

is not ready for such 

change, but this is what 

we say: to delay change 

for the greater good is 

to deny those who 

aspire for it. Change 

must start now, or never 

at all.  
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Saying No to  
Normalizing “Filipino Resiliency” 

“Resilient naman 

tayong mga Pinoy, e. 

Kayang-kaya natin ‘to.”  

As the relentless 

rain and powerful winds 

of Typhoon Ulysses 

were unleashed, 

phrases about the term 

Filipino resiliency had 

resurfaced. However, 

the term resiliency has 

oversaturated the         

concept around being a 

Filipino—a trait that 

eventually became 

nothing more than a 

heavy consequence 

caused by our leaders.  

Check your 

phone, and look at your 

timeline. Even 

after  months of this 

pandemic, there are still 

numerous fundraisers 

and donation drives for 

healthcare workers, 

typhoon victims, and 

other beneficiaries. 

Although non-

government 

organizations have  

significantly 

helped those who have 

been in need, face 

masks, rubbing alcohol, 

clothes, and money can 

only do so much.  

Glorifying Filipino 

resiliency whenever a 

typhoon hits the 

Philippines shouldn’t be 

normalized. Too many 

people have died or lost 

a lot and some people 

still have the audacity to 

say that Filipinos are 

resilient. Having this 

mindset has led the 

people to turn a blind 

eye on the impact of 

typhoons. Even if 

typhoons have ravished 

the Philippines every 

year, Filipinos in flood-

prone areas must have 

enough knowledge and 

support from the          

government. Recovery 

and construction have 

been hard for those 

who are affected by 

these natural 

calamities, yet people 

refuse to acknowledge 

the cost of resilience 

amongst Filipinos. How 

about the lives lost? 

Will there still be any 

that remains? How 

about all the expenses 

they need to start 

again? 

       Stereotyping 

FIlipinos as resilient 

has caused great 

fatigue for those who 

have reached out.             

 Instead of 

constructing long-term 

solutions like higher 

minimum wages, 

proper health 

insurance, emotional 

support, and systemic 

changes, the Filipino 

people have been 

caged and subjected to 

short-term solutions. 

With that, how can we 

alleviate our current 

problems? Like any 

other social, economic, 

or political issue, 

speaking up and letting 

our voices be heard is 

the first step to real 

and               genuine 

change. 

By STEFI GENIO 
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#NasaanAngPresidente:  
Where It Came From and Why It Has Merit 

By SHAWN CARLOS AGUIRRE 

                    Picture this: 

For the first time in 

seven years, a 

supertyphoon with the 

strength of Yolanda has 

appeared in the east, 

taking with it all the 

memories of panic and 

devastation that 

characterized the 

infamous national 

calamity of nearly a 

decade before. This 

supertyphoon, named 

“Rolly” by PAGASA, 

became a reality that 

stormed on the first of 

November 2020. 

Although the extent of 

its damages never 

reached the height of 

Yolanda’s, people look 

to their leaders for 

guidance, and find 

that, apparently, there 

is no one there to give 

them hope. 

                  That is the 

situation, I believe, that 

gave rise to the viral 

hashtag 

#NasaanAngPresident

e when Typhoon Rolly 

hit in early November, 

and when Typhoon 

Ulysses made landfall 

only a week later. In 

calamities, as they do, 

people always look to 

the leaders above first, 

personified especially 

in the people from the 

executive branch, who 

they expect to give 

them a glimmer of 

hope, a promise of 

relief to come. 

Deprived of that, they 

look to others who can 

provide that 

support. Whether it 

be a selfish publicity 

move for political gain, 

or a selfless act of 

charity, people like 

other government 

officials and non-

government 

organizations took the 

initiative to step in and 

provide hope where 

the people above could 

not. We should at least 

acknowledge that act 

when looking at the 

situation from the 

perspective of a citizen, 

and I think that’s the 

point that many are 

missing. What should 

have been given need 

not even be an overt 

act of charity- a speech, 

given to the nation at 

its darkest hour, I feel, 

will do to at least give 

the people the hope 

that they wish to 

receive. 
                  In conclusion, 

I believe the reason why 

the hashtag surfaced is 

understandable- people 

needed hope from the 

person that they 

expected most to give it 

to them. When nothing 

overt was offered to 

rally them and to lift 

their spirits, they were 

hard pressed to find 

someone else who 

could offer that hope. 

There is no grand 

conspiracy here- no 

concoction to bring 

down the government 

or sully its name in the 

eyes of the people- just 

the harrowed hearts of 

people looking for hope 

from the very top of 

their government, and 

wishing that they did 

more to raise their 

spirits in their darkest 

hour. 
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Christmas, as 
most people know, is one 
of the seasons where one 
enjoys the company of 
family and friends while 
opening mountains of 
presents, gathering for 
Noche Buena, and simply 
just relaxing, but the 
holidays we know and 
love had never been the 
same after the outbreak.  

 

    COVID-19 had 
brought various 
complications upon the 
country and the whole 
world since the start of 
2020, affecting the lives 
of all teachers, staff, and 
students of SSI. However, 
despite of all these 
predicaments, the school 
manages to help each 
and everyone adapt in 
the new normal and 
found ways on how to 
bring Christmas back to 
one and all.  
   To welcome the new 
holiday season, SSI 
started off with the 
annual Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony last 
November 27, 2020 aired 
through Facebook Live. 

The said event involved 
performances and 
heartwarming messages 
from both students and 
teachers that truly 
touched the hearts of 
each and every one 
despite these trying 
times. 

 
    Aside from the 
virtual Tree Lighting 
ceremony, the SSI 
community also lived up 
to the Christmas spirit by 
launching different 
outreach programs to 
help those in need. 
Facilitated by the Office 
of Students and External 
Affairs (OSEA), with the 
cooperation of the ES, JHS 
and SHS Student 
Government, the projects 
were also presented 
during the said Christmas 
Tree Lighting.  

 
   With most of our 
Christmas customs slowly 
halted by the new 
normal, the school still 
found a way to 
administer Christmas 
gatherings amongst each 
section this year; but this 

time, virtually. By this, 
each class organized their 
Christmas parties with 
their own games, 
activities, or however 
they desire it to be. 
Virtual Christmas parties 
were conducted last 
December 11th and 17th 
of 2020, right after the 
Term Exams. What better 
way to end the 
exhausting first term 
than with a delightful 
celebration? 

 
   To take a look at 
what several sections had 
in store for their school 
year’s Christmas get-
togethers, a couple of 
students were 
interviewed on how their 
respective sections 
organized their virtual 
gatherings.  

 
   First on the list is 
Samanta Acob, the Class 
President of Grade 8-A. 
According to her, their 
section had quite a blast 
with games such as the 
online version of the well-
known game show “Deal 
or No Deal,” as well as the 

fun and artistic game 
“skribbl.io.” “No one can 
stop us to celebrate the 
real essence of 
CHRISTmas even in our 
simplest ways. Even in 
just a little time, I am still 
happy and grateful that 
we were given the chance 
to have our virtual 
Christmas Party 
together,” Acob shared. 

 
   JHS SG Public 
Information Officer Yesha 
Gutierrez of Grade 8-E 
commented that their 
class had quite a unique 
set of games and 
activities to celebrate the 
holidays together, such 
as the ever so popular 
“Among Us”, “Mobile 
Legends”, and “Call of 
Duty”, which had gained 
popularity in the 
Philippines at a high rate 
because of our higher 
exposure to the Internet 
brought to us by the 
pandemic.  

 
   Gutierrez also 
mentioned that their 
class did a motivational 
activity in which students 

get to share the Top 5 
achievements they had 
during the year 
2020. “This year's 
Christmas party is a lot 
more different than what 
we got used to for the 
past few years, but I am 
sure that we, Stallions, 
still do enjoy and feel the 
warmth of the holidays in 
our hearts, even when 
we're apart,” Gutierrez 
stated.  

  

As we face the 
difficulties brought about 
by the pandemic, most 
Stallions never fail to look 
at the bright side by 
pursuing our traditional 
Christmas Tree Lighting 
Ceremony, working on 
Outreach programs, and 
carrying on virtual 
Christmas parties, 
making a lot of teachers 
and students’ day after 
months filled with 
challenges for everyone. 
The holidays might not 
always be the same, 
indeed, but its essence - 
love - would always 
remain in our hearts. 

Despite the 
looming uncertainties 
and minimal face-to-face 
interaction brought about 
by the pandemic, the SSI 
community was able to 
keep their annual 
Christmas traditions and 
practices. However, 
during the old normal, SSI 
had different ways of 
celebrating Christmas. 
And with that, here are 
some SSI Christmas 
habits that we missed 
this year: 

Light for Joy and 
Christmas Tree Lighting 

Whenever you 
pass by our school 
grounds, you can always 
see an array of lanterns 
hanging with the different 
colours available. These 

lanterns are purchased 
and hung either around 
the school or, if you’re 
lucky enough, on the 
giant Christmas tree! One 
of this project’s goals is to 
collect proceeds from 
buying lanterns to be 
able to give a small 
Noche Buena package to 
numerous families.  You 
also get to see them 
lighted altogether in the 
annual Tree Lighting 
event, that also features 
performances from 
different Performing Arts 
varsities and talented 
teachers. To top it all, it is 
culminated by a heart-
warming community 
singing and fireworks 
display! 

Would you be my 
Cinderella? 

Considered as a 
part of Lingap Kapwa’s 
charity programs, “Would 
you be my Cinderella?” 
might be familiar to most 
Stallions. Here, each class 
will contribute in order to 
buy a pair of shoes for 
their selected kid. With 
this, some kids can have 
the opportunity to 
experience Christmas 
and New Year with their 
desired shoes. Through 
these simple acts of 
kindness, the SSI 
community can put a 
smile on other people’s 
faces. 

Christmas Games 

As a way to spice 
up the Christmas 
celebration, SSI never 
fails to launch its annual 

Christmas games. With 
different themes each 
year, each level makes 
use of the remaining days 
‘till Christmas to host 
game events that include 
competitions such as 
relay games, 
performances and many 
more. One of the 
highlights during the 
Christmas games is the 
caroling competition, 
wherein chosen students 
will visit each department 
or office to sing a 
Christmas jingle in 
exchange for scores. 
After that, their scores 
will be totaled and the 
winning class will receive 
exciting prizes. 

Light for Joy, 
Would You Be My 
Cinderella?, and the 

Christmas games are just 
some of the ways 
Statefields School 
celebrates the holidays. 
Although we did not get 
to experience them this 
school year, we still 
created a way to 
celebrate through Zoom 
calls and messages. 

No matter how 
you spend your 
Christmas, it’s important 
to remember that we 
should share what we 
can. However, we must 
keep in mind that 
spreading happiness 
within ourselves is the 
best way to celebrate 
Christmas, just like how 
we celebrate Christmas 
the SSI way. 

Celebrating Christmas, the SSI way 
By Elize Kate D. Cristobal 

Image by: ClipartMax.com 
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As the pandemic 
brought a plethora of 
changes when it comes to 
face-to-face interaction, 
celebrating Christmas isn’t 
much like what we’re used 
to. However, even if 
activities such as parties, 
games, and reunions can’t 
happen, Filipino families 
have found ways to 
celebrate Christmas, even 
in the simplest ways. 

 
   Just like any other 
family, my family follows a 
tradition every year. On 
the 24th, we usually go to 
church before heading 
home. There, our 
neighbours would host 

games like hampas-
palayok, pasahang-itlog, 
musical chairs, newspaper 
dance, and more. Of 
course, these games 
aren’t just limited to kids.  

 
   During these times, I 
know that everyone is 
having a good time and 
truly celebrating the joy of 
Christmas. Whenever I 
look around, I’ll see happy 
and amused faces. Most 
adults compliment their 
young relatives about how 
much they have grown 
up. Comments such as 
“Dalaga ka na” or “Ang laki 
mo na ah” are frequently 
heard. If we’re lucky 

enough, we receive 
angbaos and cash 
giveaways.  Finally, as the 
clock strikes 12, we all 
greet each other a Merry 
Christmas.  

 
   For New Year’s Day, 
most of us take lots of 
pictures and play more 
games. As the clock 
strikes 12, I would watch 
the fireworks and take 
pictures with my friends. I 
still remember writing 
“Happy 2020” using lusis 
from last year. Back then, 
I really didn’t know what 
was to come. I celebrated 
the holidays differently, 
but I wouldn’t have it the 

other way around. 
Unfortunately, this year, 
most of those can’t 
happen due to the 
pandemic. However, like 
most families out there, 
our family found ways to 
have fun and celebrate 
our blessings in life.  

 
   But for this year, our 
family only had a simple 
Christmas. We went to 
church while still 
maintaining social 
distancing. Afterwards, we 
went home and ate our 
simple noche buena. 
Usually, we would have 
people over as kids asked 
for their pamasko. For 

New Year’s Eve, my family 
and I also did a simple 
celebration. Some of my 
cousins came home for 
the new year, too.  

 
   From these 
comparisons, I can see 
how different these 
celebrations are 
compared to the previous 
years. Still, despite the 
hindrance of the 
pandemic, the 2020 
holidays is proof that we 
must not lose the spirit. At 
the end of the day, what 
remains important is that 
we are all complete and 
healthy. 

 

There’s no denying 
that the -ber months is 
the time of the year when 
people get most excited- 
perhaps because it is the 
indication that Christmas 
is coming, or maybe 
because it is in those 
months when there are 
tons of sales or just 
simply, both.  

 
   Online shopping 
has served a significant 
role in some people's 
lives. Some individuals 
say that it is more 
advantageous because it 
means less interaction 
and simpler transactions. 
Now, not only certified 
online shoppers, but a 
majority of citizens have 
not been able to forget 
some of the most 
memorable dates of the 
year; namely the 9.9, 
10.10, 11.11, and 12.12 

sales. Students are no 
strangers to online sales 
either, but not all of them 
can actively engage in 
such practices since most 
students do not have a 
stable/reliable source of 
income. Courtney Langit, 
a grade 10 student, 
stated otherwise.  

 
   “In fact, I do actually 
look forward to year-end 
sales. Those are the times 
where I get to spend 
money given to me on 
things I want to buy, but 
at the same time I feel 
guilty during those times 
as I should be saving up 
money, but instead, I am 
here spending it,” Langit 
stated. A Grade 8 student, 
Arisha Dias, also 
mentioned how she 
usually partakes in year-
end sales. “I feel ecstatic 
and hyper when I shop 

during year-end sales. I 
think it gives me good 
effects [sic] since doing so 
makes me feel relaxed 
when I have problems.” 

 
  She also added that 
a few of her general 
concerns regarding 
online shopping are 
usually about how online 
shopping can lead to 
scams and have 
misleading names and 
information.  

 
     Knowing that 
the key reasons for online 
shoppers' preference for 
online shopping are 
convenience, exclusive 
offers, and reduced costs, 
a parent shopper also 
shared her opinion 
regarding online 
shopping. 

 
   “I specifically wait 

for year-end sales to 
happen. In my opinion, 
year-end sales are a great 
help to us parents. 
Knowing that online 
shopping is one of the 
easiest ways to spend 
money, it still shouldn’t 
be the reason to forget 
budgeting and buy 
impulsively. Though I do 
admit that I do buy a lot 
of things through Shopee, 
those things that I bought 
were necessities and a 
need for our family,” Clea 
Jaramillo said. 

  
     In addition, Rhalf 
Tagaduar, a grade 7 
science teacher, also 
shared his opinion about 
online shopping during 
sales. “Usually, I only buy 
products when I 
personally need it. 
Compared to other 
seasons, it may be better 

to buy during year-end 
sales since items are sold 
with higher discounts and 
budget-friendly. 
Nonetheless, when it 
comes to spending, 
online shopping may 
somehow lead to bad 
effects, most especially if 
a person is an impulsive 
buyer,” he shared. 

 
   In reality, shopping 
is either a curse or a 
blessing. Although online 
transactions can be quick 
and comfortable, a good 
and responsible online 
shopper must know how 
to control shopping 
urges. Everyone should 
bear in mind that money 
should be well managed, 
in the same way that 
buying must be well 
thought of.  

E-Shopping A blessing or a curse? 

Image by: ClipartMax.com 
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DOWN 
1.  Known as the booklet where the school’s 
rules and regulations are  
written: Handbook 
3.  Well-known type of food in the school 
canteen where fries and drinks go together: 
Kerime 
5. A place of books: LRC 
7. Special projects of OSEA to give  
service to the needy as well as to the envi-
ronment: Outreach 
9. A special event every term where  
students pay 10 pesos: Mufti Day 
10. A place in the school where students love 
to loiter, especially during breaks: Lobby 

ACROSS 
2. A culture of SSI every 12 o’clock: 

Prayer 

4. A special event where students 

participate in cheerdance and sports 

competitions: Intrams 

6. A type of food that is always 

present during araw ng wika and 

Christmas parties: Puto 

8. Art teacher?: Ms. Josie 

12. A special outreach program where 

people are given the chance to donate 

blood: BLOG 

ANSWER KEY ANSWER KEY 

G A M E S 
Photos from Google 

BY KHIRZTEN 
ARVIE PADPAD  
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coach needs to have 

the ability to guide, to 

motivate, and to 

discipline. They are 

mentors and are 

considered teachers 

and these are 

characteristics that Sir 

Daniel O. Castillo, our 

school principal, has 

and can do. 

             Sir DOC was 

once a Basketball and 

Volleyball coach in 

Manila Science High 

School. He became a 

coach right on his first 

year of teaching. Even 

in the midst of trials 

and difficulties, Sir DOC 

remained in his 

position for about 8 

years (1981-1989). For 

a while during his time 

in Statefields School, 

Sir Doc was the one 

tasked to coach the 

faculty team in the ICS 

(Interhouse, 

Condominiums and 

Statefields) Cup, a 

basketball tournament 

among companies 

owned by the       

Hofileñas. Fun fact: 

they won the                 

championship! 

              Given that Sir 

DOC has been a coach 

for a long time, he was 

able to learn valuable 

lessons that helped 

him with life. 

               “First, pre-

paration, you don’t go to 

war without being 

prepared. When you say 

preparation, it’s both 

physical and mental,” he 

advised. 

             Aside from that, 

the principal also 

mentioned that practice 

is really important so 

make time for it. “Next, 

conditioning. That's 

where discipline comes 

in. Because I coached 

teenagers [the high 

school basketball team], 

therefore [I] have to keep 

on reminding them to eat 

the right food, to sleep 

early, and do their 

practices on their own to 

improve their shooting 

skills,” he shared. 

               He also stated 

that getting to know 

the players is very 

important as well. As 

he coached his 

respective teams, he 

was able to help the 

players in    focusing on 

what they ought to do. 

Because of this,           

Alvin Patrimonio, one 

of the players Sir DOC 

coached in MaSci, did 

so well in his basketball 

career that he became 

a PBA 4-time MVP! 

                 Sir DOC also 

shared his journey into 

being the school’s 

principal, as well as the 

applications and 

lessons he had learned 

during his previous ex-

periences as a  coach. 

Being sporty does not 

only mean being a 

person that likes doing 

sports and any other 

physical activities. As Sir 

DOC had said, an 

athletic person must 

always work hard, 

make important 

matters top priority, 

and have time 

management. For our 

future athletes out 

there, let our Principal 

be an inspiration in 

exemplifying 

determination and  

discipline! 

“It came as a surprise, but it was 
really because of probably hard 
work plus I really attend[ed] to 

things with urgency. I'm into time 
management,” the Principal shared. 
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